OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENS =

. {PUBLIC AFFAIRS)
WASHINGTON D.C. - 20301
. PI.EASE NQTE DA‘TEV

‘78 N. . 451 94

(7 3)69 -015 X(me lia)

(7 3)69 -318 Hcoy ies)
IMMEDIATER . .- Juy29, %. (7 13)65 '-57: (pul lic/in ustry

STATEMENT ¢~ T4t .. NN(C OF N,.G-EEN TOI THI UN CO\VE} I10!"
ON "HE AV/C'TH £A

Secretary . eicrv - dlam Jerry lezsec hefc  ring s atement or the Jily 29 199¢
signing of the Imp:emenur ¢ ;recme ttref mi gt esea - minir.; pro ision;of 6 e 198 | UN
Convention on the Law 7 1 ies..

“The Departmen: of i+ ‘erse raslo suppoted i  nited State: beceming a pan ' to
the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea rovide. U.S. . ¢ «cerns with Part 1 coi.ld be
adequately addressed. Remosal ¢ those ot ~ctions 10w (1< s the way for U.L. acceptanc 2 of
the entire Convention, whose provisions are f major strate 1., economic and environmentz]
importance to the United Stare:.,

“The nation’s securuy nas depended .poni o.:* abil: . .» ¢onauct military operations over,
under, and on the oceans. We suppor: the Convention beciuse it confirms traditiona! high seas
freedoms of navigation and overflight: it dex.Is passage rignts through international straits; and i:
reduces prospects for disagreements with coasta/ natons dunng operations.

“This Convention gives DoD an imp-:rtant safcguaz as we protect U.S. security and

economic interests, as well as (o defuse thos situations in « hich competing uses of the oceans are
likely to result in conflict

“In addition to strongly supporting our interests in treedom of navigation, the Convention
provides an effective framework for serious efforts 1o address land and sea-based sources of
pollution and overfishing. Moreover, the Agreement provides us with an opportunity to
participate with other industrialized nations in a widely accepted international order to regulate
and safeguard the many diverse actvities, interests, and resources in the world’s oceans.”



